
Our vision is a world where people value connections with each other
and nature, and human life contributes to the life of the planet. 

 
Want to know about what RCE members are up to? Check out our

blog  - there are new posts several times a month!

April News

““The more clearly we can focus our attention on the wonders and realities
of the universe about us, the less taste we shall have for destruction.”"

- Rachel Carson

As of the end of March, here’s where things stand:
- All of our construction crews are coordinating to start work by April 1, and
they will continue until all the buildings are complete.
- Site excavators are finished with their earthwork but will return after
construction of all buildings is complete to pave the driveway.
- Comcast and Verizon are ready to lay data lines. 
- The framing crew has moved their vehicle to the site and is ready to start
assembling the first building.

To see what’s happening right now, see the live web cam HERE
(note – it is solar-powered, so if there is snow on it or too many grey days,
the camera will be down. Try again on a sunny day!)
 
- By Founding Member Judy Trupin

Welcome New Explorer!

We’re so happy to welcome our newest Explorer: Beth from New York. 

Want to get to know our EcoVillage better?
 

You are welcome to become an Explorer!
 
Explorer membership gives you a low-risk opportunity to see whether Rachel
Carson EcoVillage is the right “fit” for you and a chance to get to know your
potential new neighbors. Explorer membership entitles you to take part in our
planning meetings, virtual and in-person social events, and one-on-one
meetings with members. It’s easy to sign up from our website. 
 
What’s more, we welcome Explorers to join us on an Explorer weekend –
you’ll have a chance to tour our site, meet locals, and get a tour of the local
area and some Pittsburgh sites, if you’re an out-of-towner. We have an
Explorer weekend coming up April 17-19.

https://rachelcarsonecovillage.org/blog/
https://dash.evercam.io/v2/widgets?widget_key=3ceff54754e7416ba85b3db278a90220&widget_id=abc60d0b &is_widget=true&is_left_sidebar_enabled=true&is_app_bar_enabled=true&is_camera_tabs_enabled=true&is_ clean_mode=false&is_xray_active=false
https://rachelcarsonecovillage.org/membership/
https://rachelcarsonecovillage.org/membership/


SAVE the DATE! May 3 @ 2pm 
Onsite tour and Introductory session

Once again, we are participating in National Cohousing Month, and hosting a
virtual session on May 2nd at 1pm, and a Sunday introductory session and
site tour on May 3rd at 2pm. More details soon!

Founders' Corner 

 Larry and Carol’s adventures in Mexico

Sunset sail and full moon rising…beauty of nature all around… located
between a jungle preserve and the Caribbean Sea. Lush tropical plants
and exotic critters like coati, crocodiles, kiskadees and tanagers among
others. Add to that delicious food and proud hospitality… grateful for a
truly replenishing experience at El Cid Ventus Ha Resort in Puerto
Morelos, MX.

- By Founding Members Larry and Carol Sullivan



Welcome to our House: 
Mel and Stu’s Swallowtail

Oh my! We are so excited to move into our new house in the northwest
quadrant at RCE. We’ll be steps away from the Common House while being
nestled in the woods with a stand of majestic oak trees just outside our
living room window. Across our back yard is the house of our long-time (45-
years!) friend, Beth, and just across the path are neighbors we already enjoy
and look forward to getting to know better.
 
Our main level will include a large screened in porch which we will enjoy
using Spring through Fall (and nice winter days!) breathing and greeting. Off
our kitchen will be an at-grade porch leading into our fenced-in yard
which will, no doubt, be a favorite of Sagan (our standard poodle).
 
Inside we are particularly excited about our primary bedroom with ensuite
bathroom and pocket doors. It will be furnished with non-toxic wool carpeting
“calming-color” coordinated with the all-natural fiber bedding on the 4-poster
bed. The walls will be hung with favorite family pictures and artwork. The
perfect retreat from a crazy world.
 
Heading upstairs, we will enter a large family room which will include an
exercise area looking out our dormer windows, and a comfortable couch
facing an 18-foot wall that will be a perfect “large screen” to project movies
and other fun videos. Down the hall will be a third bathroom and bedroom for
friends and family. 
 
And up a second staircase on the third level will be the “Withdrawing Room.”
Furnished in 19th century antiques, it will be the perfect place for tea and
tete-a-tete’s. And we will be moving to our woodland retreat in just a few
short months! Yay!
 
- Founders Mel Scott and Stu Bush

Meet RCE’s builders: Blueprint Robotics
Building Smarter, Faster, and More

Sustainably
Located in Baltimore, Blueprint Robotics is part of a new generation of
builders helping transform how homes are constructed. Using advanced
manufacturing and robotics, the company produces large, prefabricated wall,
floor, and roof panels in a controlled factory environment before they
are transported to the construction site.
 
These panels are far more than simple frames. Many arrive with windows
already installed, along with insulation, electrical wiring, and plumbing. By
completing much of the work in the factory, construction crews can assemble
homes on site more quickly while maintaining a high level of precision.
Factory construction also supports sustainability. Materials are measured
and cut with high accuracy, significantly reducing construction waste, and
leftover materials can often be reused or recycled.

These precise building methods also support passive design and
construction standards, widely recognized as the most direct path toward
carbon neutrality and net-zero building performance. Blueprint Robotics is
known for its expertise in passive construction, producing highly insulated,
airtight structures that dramatically reduce energy use.
 
At RCE, this building approach supports the community’s commitment to



thoughtful design, sustainability, and creating homes that will be comfortable,
durable, and energy efficient for decades to come.
 
- By Founding Member Amanda Chapman

Viva la Vintage!

My daughter Skyanna has a growing passion for vintage styles. We recently
discovered that the Heinz History Center hosts an annual Vintage Pittsburgh
Retro Fair. Saturday April 4th, over 50 local makers and vendors will be on-
site to sell their one-of-a-kind items.

The Senator John Heinz History Center located in Pittsburgh’s Strip District
is Pennsylvania’s largest history museum and an affiliate of the Smithsonian
Institute. It is a dynamic museum dedicated to preserving and interpreting the
history of Western Pennsylvania. The last two years Heinz History Center
was named the number one history museum in the US by the USA Today
Reader’s Choice Award.
 
And something that I think is really cool… the center is housed in a building
with 6 floors that was originally built for an Ice Company in 1898. When
exploring the history museum, check out the120-foot long mural created by
our EcoVillage member Doug Cooper. It is on permanent installation at the
Heinz History Center!  If you enjoy exploring Maker and Vintage Fairs, the
number of opportunities in Pittsburgh has grown.
 
There are frequent “I Made It” events at various locations throughout the
year. https://www.imadeitmarket.com

The Southside Works and Schenley Plaza in Oakland host The
Neighborhood Flea once a month from May through October.
https://www.neighborhoodflea.com
 
- By Founding Member Mimi Baker

Meet your neighbors and support a local
community group

https://www.imadeitmarket.com
https://www.neighborhoodflea.com


Kristi invites all RCE locals and visitors to join her on April 12th for the North
Hills Community Outreach (NHCO) Third Annual Community BBQ! The
North Hills Community Outreach’s mission is to “address needs of people in
crisis, hardship and poverty in Northern Allegheny County.”
 
The BBQ will be hosted by Memorial Park Church, 8800 Peebles Road,
Allison Park, PA (which is less than 1 mile away from our site) from noon to
2pm. According to the event flier, “This is an opportunity to come together
with our neighbors for food, fun and togetherness that makes our community
so special.” 

There will be tasty food, a bounce house, music and great company. And this
will be a great opportunity to spread the word about RCE!!
Tickets are $15 for adults, $8 for children. Here is the event link to buy your
tickets and for more information.

- By Founding Member Kristi Karsh

https://www.nhco.org/bbq


Spotlight on Herbs: Oregano

The week that the February snow melted, I noticed to my delight several
green leaves emerging from my oregano plant! In Pittsburgh, we have a
climate that is suited to growing many common herbs. Oregano is one
of them. This favorite herb is easy to grow and does well in poor soil. It is a
perennial – growing back each year with little effort. You can start oregano
from seeds or by division. Cutting stems back frequently encourages growth.
 
 
This herb grows easily in containers and can be a good planting companion
for gardens to help deter pests. To harvest, pinch off the leaves as needed
or dry the leaves for later use. Oregano is a favorite staple for flavoring
Italian and Mediterranean food. Fresh oregano tastes slightly peppery and
dried oregano has a stronger more concentrated flavor.



Oregano is a versatile herb that is not only used in favorite culinary dishes.
 Traditionally, oregano has medicinal, wellness and household uses as well.
Its antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory properties may help
fight bacteria and fungi. Oregano oil is sometimes used for sore throats or
colds and topically when diluted for minor skin issues. Due to the
antimicrobial properties it is a natural cleaning ingredient or it is commonly
added to homemade insect repellents.

- By Founding Member Mimi Baker

The Eco Resources Group (ERG) wants you
to know…

Earth Day is April 22nd and has been celebrated since 1970. We encourage
you to learn something new, take a positive step to live more lightly, or take
time to experience the wonders of our planet.

Save the Date!
McCandless Township's Annual Roadside

Litter Pickup
Saturday, April 12, 8:30 am



RCE’ers Judy and Elizabeth at last year’s cleanup

A dozen of us helped last year, meeting some future neighbors, taking
positive action, and learning more about our broader community. RCE
members who are local (or want to travel) can participate by registering
online here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CA5A82FA3FDC61-
62306389-

Learning Through Penn State Extension

Whether you’re a native Pennsylvanian or will be a transfer from afar, as you
are thinking of living on our forested land, planting and caring for your own
yard, and helping with our community garden, there are plenty of
opportunities to learn through Penn State Extension.
 
Virtual webinars, informational articles, and resources are available, often at
no cost or for a nominal fee. Here are examples of upcoming sessions with
topics relevant to our location. Also recently available is an AI digital
assistant ( Tilva™ ) which can help you find answers to questions by
connecting you to knowledge and resources vetted by Extension researchers
and educators.
 
Here are some examples of upcoming webinars that feature topics related to
our forest and community’s stewardship of it.

- On-demand webinar “Know Your Natives: Shade Garden” Register for
access to view the recording until Jan 15, 2027 ($10 fee)
https://tinyurl.com/28vu6sjp

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CA5A82FA3FDC61-62306389-
https://tinyurl.com/28vu6sjp


- Virtual live webinar “Ephemerals: Banish Winter Gloom with Early
Spring Blooms” March 24 ($10 fee)
https://tinyurl.com/mdj28nzc  

- Virtual live webinar “Pennsylvania Invasive Species: Japanese
Stiltgrass” June 6 (free)
https://tinyurl.com/mw9kh957 
 
- By Founding Member Becky Lubold

Spread the word about RCE

We are getting ready to spread the word at some upcoming events in
Pittsburgh – including tabling at The Pittsburgh Arts and Lecture Series, on
April 13th .The speaker will be, Merlin Sheldrake, author of Entangled Life,
all about the importance of Fungi! If you attend the event, stop by and say
hello!
 
You can help, too, by wearing an RCE T-shirt! These brand-new cotton T
shirts have been attracting lots of attention and inquiries about our
ecovillage. Get yours by filling out this form – and help spread the word in
your locality.

April Events

RCE Introductory Meetings (Virtual) 
Tuesday, Apr. 7th, 5:30 - 7 pm ET

Saturday, Apr. 11th, 12:30 - 2 pm ET
Sunday, Apr. 19th, 5 - 6:30pm ET

You’re invited to learn more about our EcoVillage at one of our introductory
sessions. You’ll hear updates on our construction process, find out details
about our sustainable homes and meet members of the community. You’ll
have a chance to ask your questions, too. Register ahead.
 
RSVP! Let us know which session you’d like to attend - via text 412-573-
1927 or email rceintro@gmail.com for Zoom Link. If you do text, please
include your name and an email address where we can send materials after
the session.
 
And… if you are interested in a live session plus a site tour, we have one
coming up on May 3rd . Watch our website or email/text for information.

Newsletter staff
Many, many thanks to this month’s contributors! Your editor humbly
apologizes in advance for all typos and assorted goofs.
 
Coordinating Editor: Judy Trupin
Calendar Editor: Kelly Leonard
Contributors: Mimi Baker, Amanda Chapman, Kristi Karsh, Becky Lubold,
Mel Scott & Stu Bush, Carol & Larry Sullivan and Judy Trupin
Information Manager/Newsletter layout: Grace Astraea

https://tinyurl.com/mdj28nzc
https://tinyurl.com/mw9kh957
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9QhPwXo9Qlg5n7iL2jtTk9Fq7UqD1iS_3lfSI26QTMjBz9w/viewform


Contact us at:
rachelcarsonecovillage@gmail.com
Our website: rachelcarsonecovillage.org
or call 412-441-2948
From all of us at Rachel Carson EcoVillage, with love. 
Date of Publication: 4/1/2026
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