
 
Doug and I just returned from a wonderful week in Chautauqua NY with our 8-year-old grandson Nathan.  
Just before we left, Becky Lubold shared with us that our former members Dem Schenck and Steve 
O'Hearn have opened a shop in Bemus Point, a lovely village across the lake.  So we planned to make a 
visit our first day. 
 

 
 
It was a sunny Saturday afternoon when we arrived, and the shop was attracting quite a crowd!  Dem 
showed us around while we caught up on a couple years of life.   It was a delight to discover the creative, 
funny, and beautiful objects--from puzzles to soap to prehensile pencils.  And to discover that Steve and 
Dem made 95% of them!  Nathan found a very cool sketchbook, Doug acquired his now-favorite T-shirt, 
just like Steve's here (Steve is on the road in Michigan with Squonk Opera): 
 

 
 
And we found a great jigsaw puzzle they created, which we had a great time putting together with Nathan. 
 



 
 
They encourage everyone to become makesmiths--and they couldn't set a better example!  In fact, they 
have a makesmith-in-residence program.  And to our surprise, their current maker is our friend Cid 
Frietag, also one of our former members.  Cid has moved on from her position at the University of 
Wisconsin to her own projects, combining history, science, and art--no lack of maker talent!  She's 
constructing models of lost topography, and the one she showed me is what used to be an impressive 
mound built by indigenous people in the heart of Madison.  So we had a great conversation with Dem and 
Cid.  (And the next day we saw Cid again at the Chautauqua Bookstore.) 
 
You can find out more about the Illustrious Order of Makesmiths at their website blogposts: 
https://www.themakesmiths.com/blog-1 
 
It's going to be a regular stop every time we go up to Chautauqua!  Can't wait to see what the 
Makesmith's have been up to! 
 

 
 

- Stefani Danes, Founding member, RCE  


